THE IMPORTANT STUFF
Flooding

Thousands of Filipino lives have been lost and -
millions of dollars in property damage sustained
as a result of disasters caused by weather i
disturbances common in the region. Much of '
what contributes to the devastation are the result

of years of neglect and lack of foresight. This [
means that measures can be taken now that can
reduce the impact to lives and property of future
natural calamities.

It’s time we see our vulnerability to natural
calamities as a system of contributing factors.

Monsoon rains and weather
disturbances that are
accompanied by rains are a
common occurrence in the
Philippines

Denuded forests fail to trap

rainwater. Flow during heavy
| rains is torrential and further
erodes already degraded
landscape.

What were once floodplains
have been developed for dense
human habitation.
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Both storm water and raw
sewage feed into waterways
N that are clogged with garbage
and other solid residential and
! industrial waste.
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Limited road access to urban
poor communities hamper relief
operations in times of calamity.

Emergency services are not
coordinated and are staffed by
inadequately trained and
equipped personnel.
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